PROGRESS   OR  RETROGRESSION?
Complete support, however, of the country has yet to be won
by the new Government. It must count on the opposition of the
exiled 'Iraqis and of the adherents of the late JaTar Pasha. It
must count also on the potential opposition of all 'Iraqis who for
motives of self-interest have kept a foot in both camps.1 Its real
test will come, therefore, in its inability to carry out its promises
and to meet other problems which face the country: placating
the shaikhs at the same time that the land is divided, applying
conscription to the tribal areas, bringing Shfis and Sunms into
harmony and of meeting the rising cost of living.
The Chamber of Deputies
The Chamber of Deputies, although a dignified body meeting
regularly since its establishment in 1925 and conducting its
deliberations as a rule with sobriety and moderation, has failed
to take its full and rightful place in the political life of 'Iraq,
as foreshadowed by the provisions of the Constitution. The
failure seems directly due to its inability to command public
confidence. The wave of scepticism as to the value of parlia-
mentary institutions which recently swept over 'Iraq, in common
with other countries with a more substantial democratic
tradition, prepared the way for the present military dictatorship.
The slow progress of'Iraq as compared with that of Turkey and
Persia under dictatorial regimes was conveniently explained
away as being due to the democratic institutions. The critics
pointed out that the parliamentary system of Iraq was adopted
from foreign models and was unsuited to conditions and needs
of 'Iraq. They indicated and with more reason that the elec-
tions to the Chamber, without exception, have been rigidly
controlled by the Government, often under pressure from the
Residency as in 1928 and ig3O.2 In all districts except Baghdad
1 See Macdonald, A. D., Euphrates Exile (1936), pp. 53 #• for a discussion of
this characteristic in 'Iraqis.
3 Principally because the Treaties of 1927 and of 1930 were to be ratified by
the newly elected Chambers.
431

